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Population: The Numbers Game 

The 50th independent American Boxer Club specialty was held in May in Newark, New 

Jersey, with a record entry of 759 dogs, including 88 specials. While the parent club rejoiced 

in such a stunning display, we should be reminded that there may be an inherent danger in 

such heady numbers.  

The April 1993 GAZETTE contains the registration statistics for the 136 AKC registrable 

breeds. Of these, Boxers ranked seventeenth overall, with 30,123 dogs registered during 

1992. Boxers were also seventeenth in 1991, with 26,722 dogs registered. However, the 

12.7 percent increase from '91 to '92 represents 3,401 Boxers---that's a lot of Boxers, folks. 

Of the top 50 breeds, after the top 10, only 10 breeds showed double-digit gains. Of these 
10, Boxers ranked second only to Dalmatians in overall registration gains.  

Few of us need to be reminded of the uncomfortable years in the 1950s when the Boxer's 

popularity soared to rank at or near the top, earning the dubious distinction of most popular 

dog in the USA. Backyard breeders were rampant. Everybody, it seemed, owned a Boxer, 

from the nice family up the street to the gas station manager who left his dog on patrol at 
night. Not surprisingly, the breed's health and temperament suffered.  

We have the temperament back but many breeders wonder if our Boxer's propensity for 

cancers and heart related illnesses were imprinted, or at least genetically reinforced, 40 

years ago.  

Personally, I would be much happier if we were not on the AKC's "breeds to watch" list in 
the numbers game.  

What may be more troubling is the sobering notation in April's GAZETTE that the 10 

"doubledigit gainers" are almost all large dogs, many of them guard dogs. While the 

Rottweiler is the most popular guard dog in the country today (and ranks second in 1992 

registrations overall), don't forget that the Boxer was once in that position and could easily 

assume it again in the not too distant future. If we have forgotten the ancient history of the 

'50s. just ask the Rottweiler folks how they like their current "distinction", or the Doberman 
fanciers who held sway not so very many years ago.  

All we Boxer people need to send us to the top is a Hollywood movie or a celebrity 

endoresement. Please, Mr. President, stick with Socks, the cat!  

In the meantime, as breeders we must think twice before breeding our stud dog to the 

family pet down the street, even if she's a nicely bred bitch. Ask that family why they're 

contemplating a litter. Find out who's going to be on call 24 hours a day to save the dam 

and/ or pups in the event of complications (a bout with suppurative mastitis during a 

whelping of one of my bitches comes to mind).  

And remember, we can all be fooled. I was appalled to discover that one litter here in New 

England sired by my own dog will be contributing to 1993's registration statistics because 

the young professional family wanted to raise pups to show their 3-yearold the miracle of 

birth. Three! And I thought I had asked the right questions in advance.  
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We have all heard the old adage that statistics can be used to prove just about anything. 

Maybe so, but the numbers seem very clear as far as the AKC and the Boxer are concerned. 

We're in dangerous territory. We neither need nor want another population explosion. We 
must all make a concerted effort to see that we do not become next year's Number One.  

American Boxer Club Regional 
Boxer fanciers are reminded that this year's regional specialty will be held on November 12 

at the Holiday Inn and Holidome in Phoenix, Arizona. All interested parties are welcome to 

attend what promises to be a very exciting week of shows, with several other specialties 

prior to the regional itself. Contact me for details.  

Stephanie Abraham 

P. O. Box 346 
Scotland, CT 06264 

 


