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“Square in Every Sense” 

 
Ch. Dorian von Marienhof, one of the breed’s four great founding sires in America (along with Ch. Sigurd vom Dom, 
Ch. Lustig vom Dom, and Ch. Utz vom Dom), was born in April 1933, bred in East Germany by Frau Tehekla 
Schneider. 
 
As a young puppy Dorian was sold to the family of Erich Kreher, a butcher in Dresden, and was much beloved in 
the household. 
 
Clearly, Frau Schneider must have retained some rights to show him or guide his career, because he won the 
International Sieger title in 1936. Fate had already stepped in, because Mazie Wagner of Mazelaine Boxers, in the 
U.S., happened to be watching a very young Dorian at an important German show. 
 
Immediately she offered to buy him, but the family refused. Negotiations continued for two years; in 1936 the 
Wagner’s sent a telegram offering $4,000 to purchase Dorian, and the sale was made. (Source material includes 
“The Great Ones,” by Kerrin Winter-Churchill, Dogs in Review, October 2002.) 
 
One can only imagine the tears on his owners’ faces when they bade farewell to Dorian as he began his long 
journey to his new home. All of this occurred in Germany, on the eve of WWII, in the same year that German 
troops invaded the Rhineland and the famous Berlin summer Olympics took place. The money was a king’s ransom 
for the time. 
 
Dorian arrived safely in the U.S., and he immediately began a meteoric show career in his new homeland. He won 
22 Bests in Show and was never defeated in the breed ring, neither in America nor in Germany. In 1937 he was the 
first Boxer to win the Working Group at Westminster, where he had advanced to the group over a breed entry of 
81. John Wagner adored him, and he was feted royally as his career as a show dog and sire advanced. 
 
Marie Thorne wrote in Boxer Club News in March 1945, “While Dorian was as close to the standard … as any that 
ever lived, the first impression he left was rather of great beauty and style.” 
 
He had the keenest intelligence and never forgot his early Schutzhund training. Thorne describes him as a light 
golden-brindle, with white chest and white feet, weighing about 70 pounds and standing 24 inches at the withers, 
with “excellent bone, lovely topline,” and “square in every sense.” 
 
As magnificent a show dog as he was, few of us 70 years later would remember Dorian except for his prowess as a 
sire. He was line-bred on the five-time Sieger Ch. Rolf von Vogelsberg, purchased by the Stockmanns of vom Dom 
kennels and sire of their first champion in 1912. 
 
The great judge Alva Rosenberg described Dorian as having “style, elegance, and quality … breed a good Dorian 
bitch to Utz or Lustig, and you seem to hit the jackpot.” 
 
The combination worked equally well in reverse, and Dorian sired 40 champions in his own right. He was our 
earliest Legion of Merit sire, producing in turn no fewer than eight Sires and Dams of Merit. He was the great-great 
grandsire of Bang Away, who remains the top-producing sire of all time in the breed. 
 
Dorian passed on at just shy of 8 years of age, in March 1941. His record as a sire is all the more remarkable in that 
it was made in only five years in this country. He left very little behind in Germany, although a spectacular 
daughter, Ch. Biene v. Elbe, was later imported to the U.S. and became the first Boxer bitch to win a Best in Show 
here. 
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If we all trace our current winners back through the generations, it is likely that we will find Dorian standing there. 
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