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Have You Heard About Herding? 

The evolution of the AKC petition of some dedicated Boxer fanciers to allow the Boxer to participate in AKC 

Herding trials reads like a whodunit, canine-style!  “Who” approved it, “who” supported it?! The idea of the Boxer 

as herding dog officially originated at the ABC Board meeting in 2009, when those interested fanciers, who were 

already competing in American Herding Breed Association events, brought up the subject.  At that time, it was 

tabled by the Board. 

 

But in May, 2010, the herding enthusiasts presented to the Board an illustrated and historically documented draft 

petition, based on the role model of another lesser-known herding competitor, the Kerry Blue Terrier, which was 

approved by AKC to compete in herding tests and trials beginning in January, 2007.  The ABC Board voted 10-1 to 

submit the May 2010 petition to AKC (requesting permission to participate in AKC Herding events). However, the 

plot thickened from this point, when several Board members at the Fall 2010 Regional objected to said petition, 

and they directed the ABC president to appoint an ABC Herding Committee to survey ABC members as to whether 

or not they favored Boxers competing in AKC herding events.  The major argument against the Boxer as herding 

dog was based on a perception that natural herding tendencies were not historically documented in the breed. 

 

The Herding Committee (consisting of long time fanciers Korrine Vanderpool, Tina Truesdale, and Debbie Marshall) 

expanded the original draft to include what it believed to be precedent supporting the Boxer’s use as a herding 

and cattle drover dog.  In addition, the Committee illustrated the breed’s contemporary successes in AHBA and 

CKC Herding trials and instinct tests.  The accompanying survey was mailed to the ABC membership and resulted in 

a great plurality of support for the AKC petition. 

 

In May of 2011 the ABC Board passed the “official” wording of the petition to AKC ( still not a unanimous decision). 

The presentation included video, pie charts, statistics, and powerpoint—all submitted by dedicated proponents of 

the Boxer attaining AKC herding titles. Finally, the ABC-sanctioned and fully expanded petition was submitted.  AKC 

approved it in November of 2011, and in December, the Boxer Club of San Fernando Valley became the first 

individual member club licensed to hold AKC Herding trials. 

No mention of this achievement should fail to acknowledge the tireless work of Reegan Ray, Diane Stevens, and 

other members of the SFV Boxer Club, who were the driving forces behind the Boxer becoming officially 

recognized as a breed that could successfully compete at AKC Herding events. 

     

Thanks to ABC Board member Virginia Zurflieh and her blog at http://boxerunderground.blogspot.com  for a 

summary of the Boxer Herding odyssey. 
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