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The Good Shepherd 

Guest columnist this month is Reegan Ray, a landscape designer in Encinitas, CA. Pip is her first 

performance dog; they compete in Herding, Agility and Tracking, proving once again how versatile the 
Boxer can be.  

My little boxer bitch, Pip, was so driven to make up games for herself as a pup, I thought there was 

something wrong with her. Now she has titles in sheep herding My little boxer bitch, Pip, was so driven to 

make up games for herself as a pup, I thought there was something wrong with her. Now she has titles in 
sheep herding, and is more formerly known as Shera-N-Dynamic's Great Expectations, CGC, JHD.  

Pip, is a well bred flashy fawn and probably more boxer than we deserve. As a puppy, Pip brought toys to 

her shadow on the wall, and tossed the toy at the wall to get her “friend” to play. Undeterred by her 

“friend’s” lack of response, she retrieved the toy, tossed it in the air again and pounced on it fiercely. She 

then stood back and looked from shadow to toy, as if to say “I showed you how to do it…now come ON!” 
Pip was relentless.  

I realized I just had a real working dog on my hands! I contacted Terry Parrish, American Herding Breed 

Association (AHBA), and AKC Herding judge, about what to do with Pip. Terry assesses dogs for various 

sports. Upon describing Pip’s odd behaviors, Terry said, “Bring her out and we will throw her in with some 

sheep and see what happens.” When Pip saw the sheep for the first time, she dragged my husband to the 

corral…walking on her back legs the whole way! We went into a pen with 3 sheep and Terry told me to tell 

Pip she was a good girl if she chased the sheep. IF??? Terry kept her from physical contact with the sheep 

by guiding her away from them with a long reed. Terry had Pip changing directions, heading them off, and 

even jumping into the air to confront one. As in other dog sports, herding trials have a set course that you 

and your dog navigate. Livestock is very unpredictable, so you must strategize as you go along. The 

training forms a very intense bond with your dog.  

That was a little over a year ago and now Pip is the only Boxer in the U.S. to have an AHBA Junior Herding 

Dog title (JHD). She will be competing in the open field for her next title, Herding Ranch Dog (HRD) with 

“large flock.” She has a nice big outrun, and prefers to work a larger flock in a bigger area… I, on the 

other hand, will take a bit more training! Thankfully, the herding crowd is very supportive and what I lack 

in skill is quickly forgiven.  

The San Fernando Boxer Club in California is sponsoring a herding instinct test and will be the first Boxer 

Club in the US to offer a certificate specifically for qualifying Boxers. It will be administered and judged by 

Terry Parrish at the Golden State Rottweiler Club Herding Match in December 2008 at her facility in 

Escondido, CA. Rottweilers were one of the first upright, working breeds to be approved by the AKC to 

participate in herding trials, so they will have a lot to share about their experiences in the sport at this fun 

match. Pip and I will be there to get our official “Boxer Herding Instinct Certificate” and to share our 
adventures, too.  
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