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Before the "Four" 

Prior to the importation of Sigurd vom Dom of Barmere in 1934, Boxers in America were scarce, and often 

unregistered by their owners—quite a far cry from the breed whose 2001 registrations make it #8 on the 

AKC’s popularity list. In an article by Francis Bilger in the July, 1947 issue of "Popular Dogs," the origins of 

the breed before 1934 in the USA are discussed in detail.  

The first Boxer registration in America is recorded as 1904, but it was a lonely event. While Mrs. Herbert 

Lehman imported the German Sieger Dampf vom Dom and finished his USA title in 1915, he was not 

immediately followed by a surplus of similar imports. There were few consorts available for him here. 

Between 1919 and 1924 there were NO boxers registered with the AKC. Even the newly designated 

Working Group in 1925 did not include the Boxer. Just a handfull of animals made their appearance in the 

registration rolls of the 20s—in 1923 there was one lonely Boxer entrant at Westminster, Hufas 

(sometimes written as Rufus) v. Schladebach, who made his last appearance at a dog show in New Jersey 

a few months later, going 4th in the Miscellaneous class.  

In 1932, several pivotal events occurred in the American Boxer world. 28 Boxers were registered in this 

year, including 8 imports. Of these, one belonged to the Henry Stoeckers of NJ, a bitch in whelp named 

Dodi v. Stoeckersburg, the first Boxer bitch to achieve championship status. The great German Sieger, 

Check v. Hunnenstein was another 1932 import, and he left his mark on the breed for all time. An 

outgoing, energetic, happy personality, he won friends for the Boxer wherever he went, and he was shown 

widely, becoming the first American Boxer to win a Best in Show under Alva Rosenberg in 1932. In 1933, 

he sired the very first litter bred by Jack and Mazie Wagner, who had disbanded their Dane kennel during 

the Hoover administration and established the soon-to-be-famous Mazelaine Boxer Kennels. Check’s 

daughter, Anitra of Mazelaine, produced 6 American champions. In addition, Check was bred to Dodi by 

Miriam Breed, marking the first litter for Barmere. Jack Wagner tells us, in his famous "The Boxer," 

(1939), that Check was criticized for throwing light eyes and small stature—but says he is convinced that 

the style and spirit of the succeeding generations of Mazelaine Boxers were owed directly to Check’s 

influence. Indeed, in a litter that Check sired in Germany before he left, he produced a bitch, Saxonia’s 

Andl, who became the dam of Ch Dorian v. Marienhof, one of the "famous 4" sires exported to the USA in 

the 30's, considered the foundation sires for the breed in this country. As Dorian sired 40 champions, he 

owed much of his prepotency to his grandsire, Check. It is also accurate to point out that the ability of 

some well heeled Americans to purchase the best that Germany had to offer, did much to enhance and 
strengthen our gene pool.  

It is clear that the 20's saw the real dawn of the Boxer in the USA, and the 30's saw his coming of age—a 

time when serious breeders established bloodlines that we all recognize today, even 70 years later. These 

were the fanciers who founded the American Boxer Club in 1935, wrote our first Standard, petitioned the 

AKC to move the Boxer into the Working Group, and "Boxer-educated" their own generation and 

succeeding ones. Those early imports—Check and Dodi and Dampf-- have perhaps been eclipsed over 

time as the breed gained in popularity, but they caught the public eye, and insured that the Boxer was 
here to stay.  
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