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A Look Back: The Great Tenor 

 
In the spring of 2001, my husband and I had the opportunity to judge in Australia. Afterward we were guests at the 
home of Liz and Miles Gunter (Guntop Boxers), in the beautiful countryside surrounding Sydney. And that was the 
place where we were thrilled to see surely one of the finest Boxers ever whelped, and one on our all-time “Top 
Five” personal lists. Literally a world traveler, Tenor has a fascinating biography. 
 
Ch. Tenor de Loermo, IP01, was a magnificent, striking red-fawn dog, whelped in December 1991 and almost 
10 years old when we met him. He was born in Valencia, Spain, bred by Ernesto Molins, and was campaigned 
widely throughout Europe by his sire’s owner, Piet Van Melis, of the Van Worikben Boxers of The Netherlands. 
 
Tenor’s pedigree reveals many generations of European breeding behind him, including Spanish, Dutch, and 
German dogs. U.K. Ch. Witherford Hot Chestnut appears seven generations back, he from English and U.S. (Sirrah 
Crest) lines. 
 
Tenor was the number-one dog all breeds in Holland in 1994. A multi-BIS dog, he carried the titles of World and 
International champion. Perhaps the culmination of his European show career was his victory at the Munich Boxer 
Club centenary show in 1995, where he became Atibox Sieger. Judge Karin Resewski, chief breed warden of the 
MBC, called him “breathtaking” in her official critique. He was regarded by many as the best red Boxer in Europe 
since World War II. 
 
Tenor left many fine get in Europe, including a son, Xanto de Loermo, who achieved the same Atibox Sieger title as 
his famous father. It appears that Tenor was a dominant sire, and the offspring had the same “look.” He was 
breathtaking to see, even as he aged— middle-sized, with classic head, dark eyes, correct chin, clean, smooth lines, 
and beautifully angulated shoulders and hindquarters. 
 
In 1996, Tenor was purchased by a syndicate and sold to Indonesia. He became top dog all breeds there and sired 
some top winners. But with the collapse of Indonesia’s economy in 1998, he was offered to the Gunters. 
After a six month quarantine in Singapore, and another month’s quarantine in Australia, Tenor arrived at Guntop 
at almost 7 years of age, where there were high hopes for him as a stud dog. 
 
Very unfortunately, he proved sterile and left no offspring in Australia. The best reproductive specialists could not 
help him. It was extremely frustrating, as he had plenty of sperm that just would not fertilize the egg. The 
veterinary opinion was that he might have acquired an infection that affected his fertility, possibly in Indonesia. It 
was a great loss—not only to the Gunters, but also to the world community of Boxers. We are very lucky that he 
passed many of his great qualities to his European and Indonesian get, and the Gunters themselves were able to 
have a grandson, Novecento Del Nettuno, bred in Italy. 
 
Tenor was a beloved housedog at Guntop who enjoyed his toys and his naps on the couch. His was a perfect 
gentleman, sweet and happy despite his several homes and long travels. Sadly, he succumbed to a brain tumor a 
few months after we met him. Karin Resewski was thrilled to see him shown in Melbourne shortly before he died 
and reported back to the European Boxer community that he “looked wonderful” and was in kind and loving 
hands. His was a very special Boxer spirit, and it was a privilege to have been introduced. 
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